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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


for  the 

Whitby  Urban  District 


for  the  Year  1950. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Nelson  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1950. 

About  the  half-century  it  is  usual  to  review  the 
events  of  the  previous  fifty  years,  and  find  out  what 
problems  faced  one’s  predecessors,  and  how  they  were 
tackled,  and  a  short  review  is  attached  to  this  Report 
(Appendix  A). 

It  is  disconcerting  to  find  very  similar  problems 
tending  to  recur. 

We  must  feel  that  our  housing  programme  is 
lagging  when  a  stable  used  as  a  dwelling  and  a  house 
both  collapsed  on  their  occupants. 

Fouling  of  the  harbour  by  sewage  is  a  problem 
today  as  it  was  fifty  years  ago. 

There  is,  I  think,  now  more  emphasis  on  the  finer 
points  of  clean  food  handling,  and  one  wonders  whether 
a  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act  should  make  food  preparers, 
rather  than  food  preparation  premises,  registrable. 
More  emphasis  seems  to  be  needed  on  the  time  required 
for  germs  to  grow.  Some  simple  slogan,  such  as:  “In 
hot  weather  buy  and  eat;  don’t  buy  and  store,”  seems 
desirable. 


I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

B.  SCHROEDER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

District  Health  Office, 

Grape  Lane, 

Whitby. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

Population — Registrar-General’s  Estimate, 

mid-1950  11,770 

Rateable  Value  .  £91,697 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — £364. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  .  83  79  162 

Illegitimate  .  314 


Totals  .  86  80  166 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Corrected  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 
England  and  Wales  . 


Still  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Male.  Female. 

—  1 


14.1 

14.5 

15.8 

Total. 

1 


Totals  .  —  11 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population... 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 
England  and  Wales  . 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 


Male. 

2 


Female. 


3 


0.08 

0.37 

Total. 

5 


Totals  .  2  3  5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

births  .  30 1 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

births,  England  and  Wales  .  29.8 

t— v  j  ,  T  £  .  „  Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks 

of  age — 

Legitimate  .  12  3 

Illegitimate  .  —  11 

Totals  .  I34 


Male.  Female.  Total 


Deaths  .  82  90  '  172 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  14.6 
Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  .  12.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and  Wales  .  11.6 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1950. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  Classification  : — 

Male.  Female.  T’tl. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  3  2  5 

Measles  .  1  —  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  .  2  3  5 

Maglignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  5  —  5 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  .  6  3  9 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  12  24  36 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  11  1  12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  1  2  3 

Other  Heart  Disease .  15  38  53 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  .  2  —  2 

Influenza  .  3  —  3 

Pneumonia  .  2  3  5 

Bronchitis  .  5  —  5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  2  13 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum .  —  11 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  2  —  2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .  1  2  3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease  4  9  13 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents .  3  —  3 

All  Other  Accidents  .  1  1  2 

Suicide  .  1  —  1 


82 


90  172 


4 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 

Infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows: — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  5 

Whooping  Cough  .  62 

Measles  .  233 

Pneumonia  .  10 

Erysipelas  .  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  1 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad)  .  1 

Poliomyelitis,  paralytic  .  5 


As  shown  in  the  above  table  five  cases  of  infantile 
paralysis  were  notified  during  1950.  It  seems  curious 
that  this  disease  should  have  shown  such  little  ability 
to  spread  in  this  area.  No  evidence  can  be  found  that 
there  has  ever  been  as  big  an  outbreak  as  this,  either 
by  personal  observation  or  by  enquiry,  and  yet  there 
was  no  case  in  a  schoolchild  or  an  adult,  almost  as  if 
the  population  were  immune  on  reaching  school  age. 
Do  our  crowded  houses  favour  the  existence  of  a  virus, 
which  confers  immunity  without  paralysing?  One  case 
of  undulant  fever  was  reported,  and  a  summary  of  the 
investigations  is  given  in  Appendix  B  at  the  end  of  this 
Report. 


AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 

DURING  1950. 


Number. 


Foreign  motor  vessels  .  2 

Coastwise  motor  vessels  .  5 


Tonnage. 
.  390 

.  503 


None  of  the  above  ships  required  inspection  by  me. 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1950. 

During  the  year  one  male  was  notified  as  a  case  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  three  males  and  two 
females  as  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Five  deaths,  3  males  and  2  females,  were  reported 
during  the  year.  * 
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HOSPITALS. 

The  hospitals  in  Whitby  are  administered  by  the 
Scarborough,  Bridlington,  Malton  and  Whitby  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee: — 

(1)  WAR  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  an  Outpatient  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(2)  ST.  HILDA’S  HOSPITAL. 

Specially  equipped  for  the  care  of  the  aged  sick. 

(3)  ESKDALE  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  a  Maternity  Ward. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

When  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  notified,  arrangements  are  made  by  tele¬ 
phone  with  either  Scarborough  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  or  Guisborough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
If  accommodation  is  not  available  at  either  of  these, 
we  try  West  Lane  Isolation  Hospital,  Middlesbrough. 

Special  arrangements  are  made  for  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  which  are  usually  admitted  to  Yearsley 
Bridge  Hospital,  York. 


LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE 
AREA  BY  THE  NORTH  RIDING  COUNTY 

COUNCIL. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  the  Ante-natal 
Clinic  are  held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby,  each  week  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  respectively. 

When  required,  patients  attending  these  clinics  may 
be  referred  to  the  following  special  clinics,  also  held  at 
Grape  Lane,  Whitby: — 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic  Dental  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  Speech  Therapy 

Clinic. 
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Midwifery. 

The  Whitby  Urban  District  is  served  by  two  whole¬ 
time  domiciliary  midwives: — 

Nurse  W.  Bretherick,  10b,  Well  Close  Square.  Tel. 
No.  Whitby  963. 

Nurse  B.  H.  Middleton,  17,  Laburnum  Grove.  Tel. 
No.  Whitby  379. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  is  available  to  any  patient 
who  desires  it. 

Health  Visiting. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  for  this  district, 
and  their  duties  include  the  visiting  of  homes  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  young 
children,  persons  suffering  from  illness  and  expectant 
or  nursing  mothers,  and  as  to  the  measures  necessary 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

Home  Nursing. 

Nurse  S.  E.  M.  Toy,  of  8,  Langdale  Terrace,  Whitby 
(Tel.  No.  Whitby  773),  is  employed  by  the  North  Riding 
County  Council  for  the  purpose  of  attending  persons 
who  require  nursing  in  their  own  homes.  When 
required,,  her  services  are  called  for  by  the  family 
doctor. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  undertaken  by 
the  family  doctors.  During  the  year  under  review  the 
numbers  dealt  with  in  the  combined  area,  Whitby 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  were  as  follows: — 

Primary  Re- 

Immunisa-  Vaccina-  Vaccina¬ 
tions.  tions.  tions. 


Under  5  years  .  135  123  — 

5 — 14  years  .  6  5  12 

Over  15  years  .  —  11  43 


Sixty-four  per  cent,  of  the  child  population  has 
been  immunised. 

Ambulance  Services. 

By  arrangement  with  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  two  ambulances  are  stationed  at  Whitby. 
Additional  cover  is  available  from  the  N.R.C.C. 
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Ambulance  Stations  at  Scarborough  and  Redcar. 

Sitting  cases  are  conveyed  by  the  Hospital  Car 
Service,  a  voluntary  service  which  is  most  efficiently 
managed  locally  by  Miss  E.  F.  Bruce.  Requests  for  cars 
are  accepted  from  doctors  and  hospitals  when  there  is 
a  medical  need  for  a  patient  to  travel  by  car. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

An  active  Voluntary  Care  Committee  serves  the 
needs  of  the  area,  its  chief  functions  being  to  provide 
extra  nourishment,  clothing,  bedding,  medical  com¬ 
forts,  nursing  equipment,  etc.,  and  to  do  everything 
possible  for  the  welfare  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  and  other  illnesses. 

Enquiries  and  requests  for  assistance  may  be  made 
to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Whitby  and  District  Voluntary 
Care  Committee,  Mr.  K.  Birdsall,  District  Health  Office 
Grape  Lane,  Whitby.  Tel.  No.  Whitby  520. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

Helps  are  provided  when  necessary,  and  27  cases 
in  the  Urban  District  received  assistance  during  1950. 

Payment  for  the  service  of  a  domestic  help  depends 
on  income  and  necessary  expenses,  and  varies  from  a 
possible  full  rate  of  2s.  3d.  an  hour  to  a  free  service. 

Mental  Health  Services. 

The  Mental  Health  Services  are  administered 
direct  by  the  County  Council.  The  duly  Authorised 
Officer  is  Mr.  T.  R.  Groves,  District  Welfare  Office 
Grape  Lane,  Whitby. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  War,  followed  by  years  of  drought,  found  the 
Whitby  Waterworks  Company  at  the  beginning  of  1950 
with  a  reservoir  very  much  overdue  for  cleaning.  In 
this  difficult  position,  having  had  several  samples  wh£ch 
were  not  completely  satisfactory  bacteriologically,  they 
decided  not  merely  to  clean  out  the  reservoir  but  to 
overhaul  their  purification  arrangements.  Since  this 
was  done  the  samples  have  been  uniformly  satis¬ 
factory. 


Satis. 

factory. 


Unsatis¬ 

factory. 


Before  cleaning  and  overhauling  ..  10 

After  cleaning  and  overhauling  ...  13 


19 

0 


10 


1950. 

GRAPH  SHOWING  WEEKLY  TOTALS  OF  NEW 
CLAIMS  TO  SICKNESS  BENEFIT 

The  figures  used  relate  to  the  combined  area  of 
Whitby  Urban  District  and  Whitby  Rural  District, 
excluding  the  parishes  of  Commondale,  Danby,  Wester- 

dale,  Scaling,  Borrowby,  Ellerby,  Hinderwell,  Newton 
Mulgrave  and  Roxby. 
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APPENDIX  A 

GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORTS 
OF  THE  LAST  50  YEARS. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area: — 
Population: 

The  population  has  remained  remarkably  constant 
— in  1901  it  was  11,755,  compared  with  the  present 
figure  of  11,770.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in 
1901  was  2,561,  and  to-day  there  are  3,823. 

Rateable  Value. 

In  1907  a  penny  rate  was  estimated  to  bring  in  £196. 
It  is  now  £364. 

Social  Conditions. 

In  1901  the  electric  lighting  of  the  town  was 
commenced. 

During  1907  the  harbour  gave  trouble,  “The  silting- 
up  of  the  harbour  has  rendered  the  passage  of  the 
harbour-bar  so  unsafe  in  rough  weather  that  the  port 
of  Whitby  has  practically  been  abandoned  by  all  but  a 
few  local  fishing  cobles.”  “Almost  the  only  source  of 
prosperity  at  present  remaining  to  the  town  is  the 
annual  influx  of  summer  visitors  and  excursionists.” 
Visitors  remain  the  principal  source  of  prosperity  and 
the  port  is  used  almost  entirely  by  local  fishing  boats, 
pleasure  boats  and  a  part  of  the  Scottish  herring  fleet. 

The  fishing  dues  in  1905  amounted  to  onlv 
£71  16s.  Id. 

The  Urban  District  Council  resolved  to  embark  on 
a  system  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbour  with  a 
view  to  reviving  the  fishing  industry  and  encourage 
ship  building.  Sanction  for  the  scheme  of  extending 
the  existing  piers  by  two  new  piers,  each  projecting 
about  500  feet  beyond  the  present  piers  and  separated 
from  them  by  a  “  wave-trap,”  was  sought  at  a  Board  of 
Trade  Inquiry  held  in  Whitby  on  December  5th,  1906. 

The  Whitby  Bridge  had  a  total  width  of  only  14| 
feet  and  a  roadway  of  6ft.  2in.  (only  wide  enough  for 
one  vehicle)  and  the  waterway  was  45  feet,  insufficient 
for  the  passage  of  modern  cargo  boats.  The  Urban 
District  Council,  therefore,  resolved  to  build  a  new 
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bridge  with  a  waterway  of  70  feet,  not  only  to  make 
better  provision  for  land  traffic  but  to  encourage  ship 
building  in  Whitby.  Judging  by  their  results,  these 
schemes  must  be  considered  a  failure — the  harbour  is 
hardly  used  by  ocean-going  cargo  liners  and  there  is  no 
building  of  any  ship  larger  than  a  fishing  vessel. 

The  approximate  value  of  landings  of  fish  during 
the  last  year  was  £120,000. 

In  his  Reports  for  the  years  1911-13,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  was  concerned  about  the  influx  of 
people  from  the  industrial  and  mining  areas  to  the 
north,  whom  he  believed  to  have  had  to  make  way  for 
more  capable  workers  there  and  who  had  drifted  to 
Whitby  because  of  the  cheap  rentals  and  generous 
charity. 

In  1932  the  ship-building  yard  was  dismantled  and 
the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  was  opened.  In  his  report 
of  that  year,  Dr.  Dale  Wood  was  rightly  concerned  as 
to  the  trading  prospects  of  the  town — the  closing  of  the 
shipyard  and  the  conversion  of  boarding  houses  into 
tenements.  Later,  on  28th  January,  1935,  1,075  out  of 
2,800  insured  persons  were  in  receipt  of  unemployment 
pay  or  transitional  benefit.  In  1950  local  employment 
is  so  scarce  that  many  men  travel  to  Wilton  daily,  a 
distance  of  35  miles. 

Dr.  Dale  Wood  was  also  concerned,  in  his  Report 
for  the  year  1934,  about  the  Council’s  lack  of  progress 
with  slum  clearance  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930. 

This  is  particularly  remarkable  in  view  of  Dr. 
Farrar’s  remarks  made  in  1907,  many  of  which  are 
applicable  in  1950.  “  There  are  many  houses,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  East  Cliff,  which,  owing  to  the  ruinous 
condition  of  floors,  walls,  or  stairs,  are  unfit  for 
habitation.”  “  The  squalor  of  the  Whitby  slums  is 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  number  of  derelict  blocks 
which  exist  side  by  side  with  tenements  still  in  occupa¬ 
tion.”  “  A  number  of  squalid  courts  open  out  of  Church 
Street  and  rise  in  a  series  of  terraces  to  the  top  of  the 
Cliff.”  “  The  steps  connecting  successive  terraces  are 
of  stone,  irregular,  much  worn  and,  in  many  instances, 
without  a  handrail,  very  dangerous,  therefore,  for  the 
children  who  play  about  on  them,  and  unsafe  even  for 
adults  at  night  or  in  frosty  weather.”  “  To  provide 
adequately  for  the  housing  of  the  working-classes  in 
Whitby  it  will  be  necessary  to  erect  a  certain  number  of 
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modern  working-class  dwellings.”  “  In  this  connection 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Urban  District  Council 
are  prepared  to  expend  £95,000  on  the  improvement 
and  extension  of  their  harbour,  have  expended  £36,000 
on  electric  lighting,  they  have  also  spent  large  sums  on 
laying  out  the  West  Cliff  to  attract  summer  visitors. 
It  is  hardly  creditable  to  their  sense  of  civic  responsi¬ 
bility  that  they  should  have  spent  such  large  sums  on 
municipal  luxuries  and  yet  have  left  their  4  slums  ’  in 
a  condition  which  is  notoriously  a  scandal.” 


Statistics. 

During  the  period  1904-08  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  never  less  than  100  per  1,000  live  births,  com¬ 
pared  with  30  in  1950.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that 
no  maternal  death  was  recorded  in  the  period  1931-40. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


In  1911  there  were  12  deaths  from  Measles  and  7 
from  Whooping  Cough. 

From  October,  1934,  to  March,  1935,  there  was  a 
diphtheria  epidemic  in  which  143  cases  were  notified 
and  13  children  died.  In  the  remaining  part  of  those 
two  years  a  further  8  deaths  from  diphtheria  were 
recorded.  On  the  8th  January,  1935,  the  Council 
adopted  a  scheme  for  free  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  and  in  that  year  875  persons  took  advantage 
of  this.  The  following  record  shows  the  position  in 
subsequent  years  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Immunisations.  Nc 

1936  ... 

.  59  . 

1937  ... 

.  18 

1938  ... 

.  69  . 

1939  ... 

.  74  . 

1940  ... 

.  41  . 

1941  ... 

.  522  . 

1942  ... 

.  636  . 

1943  ... 

.  171  . 

1944  ... 

.  103  . 

1945  ... 

.  144 

1946  ... 

.  90 

1947  ... 

.  95  . 

1948  ... 

.  195  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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General  Sanitary  Matters. 

A  new  sewerage  scheme  was  completed  in  1928  ; 
this  had  immediately  to  be  modified  by  fixing  storm 
overflows  to  prevent  flooding  of  basements. 

It  is  interesting  to  read  Dr.  Dale  Wood’s  remark  in 
1931  under  the  heading,  “  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ”  .  .  . 
“  We  have  not  been  troubled  by  this  class  of  dweller.” 


APPENDIX  B 

INVESTIGATION  OF  A  CASE  OF  UNDULANT 

FEVER. 

Notification  was  received  on  the  10th  March,  1950, 
of  a  case  of  undulant  fever.  The  patient,  a  man,  was 
a  large  consumer  of  raw  milk.  The  household  only 
purchased  T.T.  raw  milk.  Enquiry  at  the  dairy  showed 
that  milk  from  two  dairy  farms  might  have  provided 
the  milk  infecting  the  patient.  These  farms  were 
visited,  and  there  was  no  recent  history  of  this  disease 
among  the  cattle.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory 
advised  that  a  whey  agglutination  test  would  be  the 
most  satisfactory  procedure,  and  arrangements  were 
made  for  sampling  the  individual  cattle. 

A  hundred  and  ninety-eight  samples  were  sent  to 
the  laboratory,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  March  22nd, 
1950,  telephoned  results  showed  nine  positive  results  by 
slide  agglutination,  and  eight  positive  results  of  1  in 
166  tube  agglutination. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  distributor  for 
pasteurisation  to  be  carried  out  without  any  formal 
order,  and  the  owners  of  the  two  herds  were  notified  of 
the  results  and  of  the  arrangements  made. 

Arrangements  were  then  made  for  culture  of  the 
milk. 

On  April  3rd,  1950,  arrangements  were  made  so  that 
the  distributor  could  obtain  supplies  from  a  second 
herd  under  the  same  ownership  as  herd  No.  1,  and  for 
him  to  receive  milk  only  from  unaffected  cows  of  herd 
No.  2.  The  need  for  pasteurisation  by  the  distributor 
then  ceased. 

Results  of  the  culture  test  were  available  on  April 
13th,  1950,  and  showed  no  growth  of  Brucella  Abortus 
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in  any  cow  from  herd  No.  2,  but  growth  of  this  germ  in 
milk  from  four  cows  of  herd  No.  1,  and  the  temporary 
arrangements  made  on  April  3rd  were  made  permanent. 
Milk  from  herd  No.  1  continued  to  be  pasteurised,  and 
the  distributor  obtained  his  supplies  from  herd  No.  2 
and  from  the  other  herd  in  the  same  ownership  as  herd 
No.  1. 

As  a  Health  Authority  there  was  nothing  more  to 
be  done.  The  health  of  the  affected  cows  rested  with 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  whose 
Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  was  informed  of  the 
activities  of  this  department  on  the  22nd  March,  1950. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  general  practitioner,  who 
notified  this  case,  and  so  enabled  us  to  do  what  could  be 
done  to  protect  the  public  and  to  undertake  an  interest¬ 
ing  investigation,  and  also  to  the  producer  and  retailer 
of  the  milk  for  their  ready  co-operation. 

Two  features  arose  in  this  investigation,  which  it  is 
suggested  should  occupy  the  minds  of  higher  authority  : 

(1)  The  desirability  of  allowing  both  un¬ 
designated  and  designated  milk  to  be  handled  in  a 
dairy  even  though  separate  rooms  be  set  apart  for 
each  type  of  milk.  Particularly  is  this  so  where 
no  known  test  will  distinguish  between  the  two 
grades. 

(2)  The  unsatisfactory  ending  to  such  an 
investigation  as  reported,  i.e.,  what  now  happens  to 
the  positive  cows  on  the  culture  test  ? 

Assisting  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  this 
investigation  were  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the 
County  Health  Inspector. 


' 


. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


1950. 


18 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Council  Offices, 

St.  Hilda’s  Terrace, 
WHITBY. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  an  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  in  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the 
year  1950. 

The  Work  is  listed  under  the  various  headings  and 
commented  upon  as  the  occasion  arises. 

My  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  and  the  Staff  of  all  Departments,  who  are  at  all 
times  so  willing  to  give  help  and  assistance. 

I  am,  Madam  and  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  EATOUGH, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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STATISTICAL  RECORD  OF  WORK. 

Number  of  Complaints  received  .  74 

Number  of  Nuisances  found  .  66 

Number  of  Nuisances  remedied  .  78 

Number  of  Nuisances  outstanding  .  3 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  .  66 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .  17 

RECORD  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 

HOUSING  WORK  :  Allocation  .  40 

Assessment  .  422 

Recording  .  82 

Miscellaneous  .  36 

Miscellaneous  Public  Health  Act  :  Visits  .  175 

Re-Visits  .  104 

Refuse  Disposal  Plant  .  52 

Spital  Bridge  Depot  and  Laundry  .  47 

Public  Conveniences  .  62 

Drainage  Works  .  58 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Sampling  .  75 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  147 

Interviews  .  56 

Refuse  Collection  .  15 

Meat  Allocation  Depot  .  17 

Water  Supplies  and  Sampling  .  25 

Pail  Closet  Conversions  .  30 

Rodent  Destruction  .  6 

Camping  Sites  .  7 

Milk  Supplies  and  Sampling  .  139 

Unsound  Food  .  48 

Refuse  Tips  .  33 

Factories  .  37 

Verminous  Premises,  etc . 19 

Cinemas  .  3 

Infectious  Diseases  .  22 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections .  66 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  and  distribution  of  water  is  in  the  hands 
of  a  Private  Company  and  in  quantity  has  been  quite 
adequate. 

From  figures  supplied  by  the  Company  the  total 
consumption  of  water  in  1950  was  173,113,000  gallons 
and  averaged  31.6  gallons  per  head  per  day,  of  which 
27.6  gallons  per  day  was  for  domestic  consumption. 

SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

A  sewerage  system  operates  over  practically  all  of 
the  inhabited  Area  with  disposal  mainly  to  sea,  the 
remainder  into  the  tidal  river.  It  is  doubtful  if  this 
latter  method  is  satisfactory,  particularly  in  dry  seasons 
and  low  tides. 

A  small  disposal  plant  deals  with  sewage  from  the 
Briggswath  Area,  but  due  to  the  need  to  siphon  under 
the  river,  the  sewer  is  under  pressure  for  some  distance, 
which  does  not  allow  for  the  whole  of  the  premises 
within  that  area  to  be  connected. 

A  few  of  the  yards  in  the  older  part  of  the  town 
are  not  yet  drained. 

A  scheme  is  being  prepared  to  deal  with  sewage 
from  the  small  isolated  community  at  Ewe  Cote,  and 
when  completed  should  eliminate  a  long-standing 
nuisance  at  this  point. 

The  sewer  which  runs  from  Virgin  Pump  Ghaut 
along  the  Harbourside  to  the  pumping  station  at  the 
Fish  Pier  is  defective  and  leaking. 

Apart  from  farms  well  away  from  the  sewered  area, 
there  are  some  49  pail  closets,  of  which  17  are  not 
convertible  to  water  closets.  Some  6  water  closets  have 
been  provided  in  lieu  of  pail  closets,  and  some  78 
additional  water  closets  provided,  bringing  the  number 
of  water  closets  in  the  town  up  to  4,890. 

Sewer  extensions  : — Elm  Road  (new  Estate). 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Esk  is  tidal  to  the  Dam  at  Ruswarp,  which  is 
beyond  the  more  densely  populated  parts,  and, 
theoretically,  any  pollution  should  be  cleared  by  the 
tides.  This  is  not  borne  out,  as  on  frequent  occasions 
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the  mud  banks  left  in  the  river  at  low  tide  are  any¬ 
thing  but  pleasant.  Above  the  Dam  the  pollution  is 
negligible. 

Some  attempt  should  be  made  in  the  near  future 
to  obviate  pollution  from  Water  Lane. 

SHOPS. 

There  is  a  high  proportion  of  shops  in  comparison 
to  population,  due  to  the  district  being  a  holiday  resort 
and  shopping  centre  for  the  surrounding  area. 

In  four  instances  additional  sanitary  accommod¬ 
ation  has  been  provided  to  shops  where  accommodation 
was  inadequate. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

Four  Camping  Sites  have  been  under  licence 
during  the  year,  and  in  no  instance  were  Public  Health 
requirements  fully  satisfied.  Not  in  every  instance, 
however,  can  the  site  owner  be  held  completely 
responsible  for  this,  as  some  of  the  campers  are  of  very 
untidy  habits  and  difficult  to  follow. 

Joint  consultation  between  the  Rural  District 
Council,  the  Town  Planning  Committee  and  the  Urban 
District  Council  have  had  very  satisfactory  results. 
Standard  camping  regulations  have  been  approved  and 
areas  set  apart  where  camping  will  be  allowed.  In 
time,  as  these  regulations  are  implemented,  the 
Camping  Sites  within  the  Area  and  surrounding  Rural 
District  will  be  completely  satisfactory. 

A  successful  prosecution  for  non-compliance  with 
Regulations  was  taken  in  November,  when  the  site 
owner  was  fined  £2.  Unfortunately,  the  site  is  to  be 
closed  down,  and  as  it  was  an  extremely  popular  one 
a  shortage  is  bound  to  occur. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  Offensive  Trades  registered  within 
the  Area. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  OR  POOLS. 

The  open-air  swimming  pool  on  the  West  Cliff  has 
been  available  during  the  summer.  The  continuous 
filtration  and  chlorination  plant  has  worked  satis¬ 
factorily,  and  both  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  water  have  proved  satisfactory. 
Regular  Lovibond  Comparator  tests  showed  adequate 
chlorination. 


22 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Investigations  into  cases  of  infectious  disease 
occurring  within  the  town  are  carried  out  by  the 
Department,  as  also  is  disinfection  of  rooms  on  removal 
or  recovery. 

Library  books  are  disinfected  before  returning  into 
circulation. 

Disinfectant  is  distributed  free  from  New  Quay 
Conveniences,  and  some  35  gallons  have  been  issued 
during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Again  during  the  summer,  the  considerable  strain 
on  these  facilities  was  apparent,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  the  Report  presented  during  1949  is  to  be 
implemented  in  full.  This  work,  when  completed,  will 
amply  cover  present-day  requirements  and  obviate 
the  many  complaints. 

FACTORIES. 

The  majority  of  factories  in  the  Area  are  small,  and 
regular  inspections  are  made,  when  the  standards  are 
found  to  be  quite  good.  The  need  for  an  industry 
which  will  adapt  itself  to  the  district  and  absorb  male 
labour  is  very  apparent. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

As  far  as  smoke  nuisance  from  industrial  premises 
is  concerned,  very  little  trouble  is  experienced,  but  on  a 
still  day  the  smoke  from  dwelling-houses  huddled 
together  on  the  harbour  sides  is  an  extremely  good 
advertisement  for  smokeless  fuels.  Fortunately,  the 
prevailing  winds  for  the  most  part  of  the  year  quickly 
dissipate  this  smoke. 

VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

The  amount  of  infestation  notified  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  continues  to  be  very  small,  and  treatments  with 
D.D.T.  solutions  have  proved  satisfactory.  Cockroaches 
are  still  a  major  problem,  but  with  the  demolition  of 
condemned  property,  which  took  place  during  the  year, 
potential  breeding  grounds  will  have  been  destroyed! 
and  some  lessening  of  infestation  should  take  place. 


23 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


A  trained  Rodent  Operator  is  employed,  and  his 
services  are  free  to  householders  and  at  a  small  charge 
to  occupiers  of  business  premises.  Two  treatments  of 
the  sewers  in  the  town  have  been  carried  out  under 
direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Some  27  treatments  have  been  carried  out  at 
business  and  domestic  premises. 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  some  36  additional  houses  have 

u  29  by  the  Council,  and  7  by  private 

builders.  One  house  has  been  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  82  others  have  been  fully 
inspected  and  recorded. 


This  in  no  way  contributes  to  the  solution  of  that 
“eyed  phrase  “  The  Housing  Problem,”  as  it  is  very 
doubtful  if  the  number  of  houses  built  is  sufficient  to 
house  the  increased  number  of  “  family  units  ”  in  the 
town  The  steadily  increasing  population  of  the  town 
copied  with  smaller  families,  demands  a  rate  of 
buildmg  far  in  excess  of  present  achievement.  This 
and  the  condition  of  a  large  number  of  old  houses 
suffering  more  from  “  Sanitary  Defects  ”  rather  than 
disrepair,  makes  the  interviewing  of  Council  House 
Applicants  a  most  painful  duty. 

In  a  survey  of  400  applicants,  it  was  found  that 
more  than  one-third  were  without  a  separate  home  and 
it  needs  no  Solomon  to  understand  the  difficulties 
encountered  in  shared  homes.  Further  extracts  from  the 
survey  showed  some  99  applicants  had  no  children 
whilst  154  had  one  child  and  94  had  two  children. 


The  present  cost  of  Council  Houses  is  a  very  alarm- 
mg  feature,  reflecting  as  it  does  in  the  rent,  and  one 
reels  that  more  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
provision  of  a  separate  home  containing  essentials  for 
comfortable  living  at  the  expense  of  architectural 
eatures.  After  all,  a  home  is  to  live  in  and  not  to  look 
at,  and  with  skilful  lay-out  of  estates,  cultivation  of 
gardens,  the  plainest-looking  house  can  be  made  in 
harmony  with  its  neighbours. 


/ 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Every  part  of  the  Area  is  sufficiently  served  by  a 
regular  collection  service  of  a  seven-day  frequency. 
The  only  variation  in  the  frequency  being  due  to 
weather  or  breakdowns.  Twice  weekly  collections  in 
the  Church  Street  area  are  not  now  necessary  due  to 
better  approaches  being  available  to  the  houses  at  the 
higher  ends  of  the  yards. 

Extra  collections  are  made  from  Hotels,  Boarding 
Houses  and  Cafes  at  a  charge  of  £1  Is.  Od.  per  annum, 
and  45  premises  took  advantage  of  this  scheme. 

Trade  refuse  from  shops,  etc.,  is  by  means  of  a 
ticket  system,  one  bin  allowed  free  and  3d.  per  bin  for 
others. 

Three  S  and  D  refuse  collection  vehicles  with  a 
total  carrying  capacity  of  25^  cubic  yards,  and  nine 
men,  including  drivers,  are  employed,  and  during  the 
holiday  season  extra  staff  are  engaged  to  deal  with 
extra  bulk  of  refuse. 

Test  weighs  on  two  occasions  during  the  year 
showed  that  60  to  65  tons  in  45  to  50  loads  of  refuse  are 
collected  weekly. 

In  the  absence  of  accurate  figures,  it  is  assumed 
that  there  are  some  4,500  dustbins  in  the  town. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  service  for  the  Financial 
Year  1950/51  was  £3,984. 

A  mechanical  separation  and  incineration  plant  is 
used  for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  both  domestic  and  trade, 
and  some  2,033|  loads  were  treated.  Separated 
materials  were  sold  as  salvage  or  used  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  are  shown  in  detail  under  SALVAGE. 

Five  men,  including  a  motor  vehicle  and  driver,  are 
used  for  this  purpose. 

A  full  time  mechanic  is  employed  on  vehicle  and 
plant  maintenance. 

In  addition  to  local  refuse  some  183  loads  of  refuse 
from  the  Rural  District  were  treated  at  the  plant. 

An  emergency  tip  at  Brook  House  Farm  is  avail¬ 
able  for  unsold  screenings,  the  one  at  Stainsacre  is  now 
discontinued.  A  tip  for  refuse  unsuitable  for  treatment 
in  the  Plant  is  available  at  Abbot’s  Road,  and  this  tip 
came  within  the  control  of  this  Department  in  Spring. 
Due  to  its  unsightly  appearance  through  uncontrolled 


25 


tipping,  a  considerable  sum  had  to  be  spent  in  bull¬ 
dozing  and  attendance,  but  the  results  are,  without 
doubt,  worth  while,  and  within  a  few  years  the  com¬ 
pleted  site  will  be  very  useful  to  provide  outdoor 
activities  for  the  surrounding  estates. 

The  staff  engaged  on  both  collection  and  disposal  of 
refuse  are  provided  with  protective  clothing,  and  out¬ 
door  staff  with  waterproof  coats  and  leggings. 

The  estimated  net  expenditure  of  the  Disposal 
Service  after  deducting  Salvage  income,  etc.,  is  £2,707 
for  the  Financial  year  1950/51. 

SALVAGE. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  demand  for  Salvage 
considerably  improved,  with  consequent  enhanced 
prices,  and,  providing  the  demand  and  prices  continue 
at  the  level  reached  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  income 
will  substantially  reduce  the  cost  of  the  Refuse  Col¬ 
lection  and  Disposal  services  in  future  years. 

Details  of  materials  recovered  and  sold  : — 


Material.  Weight.  Value. 


Tons.  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  . 

...  49 

8 

3 

304 

7 

10 

Textiles  . 

...  3 

2 

0 

50 

0 

4 

Bones  . 

...  8 

4 

2 

64 

11 

0 

Kitchen  Waste  .. 

...  51 

7 

3 

140 

0 

1 

Scrap  Iron  . 

...  24 

11 

2 

50 

17 

10 

Baled  Tins  . 

...  137 

14 

1 

322 

7 

4 

Non-Ferrous  Scrap  1 

2 

3 

66 

5 

1 

Bottles  and  Jars 

...  1,973 

dozen 

52 

5 

9 

Cullet  . 

...  17 

6 

2 

34 

13 

6 

Cinders  . 

...  105 

4 

0 

76 

16 

0 

Screenings  . 

...  861 

0 

0 

116 

5 

6 

Clinker  . 

...  353 

10 

0 

58 

4 

0 

Miscellaneous 

3 

11 

10 

1,612 

12 

0 

£1,340 

6 

1 

Whilst  the  income  figure  is  lower  than  the  past 
three  years  the  trend  of  increased  demand  and  prices 
is  shown  in  the  first  three  months  of  1951,  when  the 
income  was  £831. 

Salvage  can  be  classed  in  two  categories,  the 
destructible  and  indestructible.  In  the  former  class 
comes  paper,  textiles,  bones  and  kitchen  waste. 
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These  are  household  products,  which  can  be  destroyed 
by  fire,  the  remaining  articles  salvaged,  being 
indestructible  by  fire,  find  their  way  into  the  dustbin 
as  the  easiest  method  of  disposal.  It  is  with  the 
destructible  class  we  are  most  concerned,  and  all  our 
exhortations  are  made  to  the  housewife  to  conserve 
them  separately  for  the  collectors.  The  housewife  is 
the  king  pin  in  all  salvage  efforts,  and  no  matter  how 
effective  the  collection  service  may  be.  unless  the 
materials  are  made  available  collections  cannot 
increase. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

SUPPLIES. 

MILK. 

Just  over  a  year’s  experience  has  been  gained  in 
the  working  of  the  new  milk  legislation.  In  February, 
a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  persons  distributing 
milk  retail,  drawing  particular  attention  to  the  articles 
relating  to  milk  distribution,  and  a  meeting  of  all  distri¬ 
butors  was  held  later  in  the  year,  when  further  advice 
was  given  on  the  implementation  of  the  Regulations. 
Bearing  in  mind  the  difficulties,  it  is  expected  that 
another  year  will  elapse  before  full  compliance  is 
obtained. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  the  increase  in  the  sale  of 
Designated  Milk,  and  the  public  are  becoming  more 
and  more  conscious  of  the  fact  that  this  most  important 
food  should  be  clean  and  pure. 

Sampling  of  Milk  was  pursued  vigorously  during 
the  year,  and  some  120  samples  were  taken,  which 
included  3  for  Phosphatase  Test  and  11  for  Tuberculosis. 

84  samples  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  using 
the  accredited  milk  standard.  33  failures  were  made 
up  as  14  in  the  5|  hour  period  and  19  in  the  4|  hour 
period.  This  may  appear  a  high  proportion  of  failures, 
but  is  due  to  some  extent  to  “  follow  up  ”  samples, 
when  a  producer  gets  several  failures  in  succession 
until  the  trouble  has  been  located. 

In  connection  with  one  occurrence  of  Undulant 
Fever  in  a  man,  some  143  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
to  trace  the  offending  animals. 

The  three  Phosphatase  Test  samples  were  satis¬ 
factory  as  were  the  eleven  Tuberculosis  samples. 
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Tabular  Statement  of  Methylene  Blue  Test  Failures. 

Hours  .  5  4|  4  3  2  1  £ 

-  Hour  Period  16  13  —  —  1  —  2  — 

-  hour  Period -  33  4  3  —  123 

MEAT. 

Apart  from  cottagers’  pigs,  no  slaughtering  of  food 
animals  takes  place  within  the  area. 

Meat  supplies  are  obtained  from  Scarborough  and 
allocated  to  butchers  through  a  local  allocation  depot. 
In  a  community  which  is  separated  from  the  Slaughter- 
House  by  over  20  miles,  most  of  which  is  bleak  moor¬ 
land,  this  state  of  affairs  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  new  container  for  the  transport  of  meat  from 
Scarborough  has  been  in  operation  for  most  of  the  year 
and  is  a  decided  improvement. 

ICE  CREAM. 

Further  improvements  have  taken  place  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  product  within  the  town,  and 
practically  full  compliance  with  the  Regulation  is 
evident. 

85  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  with  the  following  results. 


Provisional  Grade  1  51 

Provisional  Grade  2  .  14 

Provisional  Grade  3  .  7 

Provisional  Grade  4  .  13 


It  has  been  noted  that  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
sale  of  iced  lollies  has  occurred.  As  these  are  not 
covered  by  the  Regulations  governing  ice  cream,  it  is 
felt  that  some  control  should  be  exercised  in  the  sale 
and  manufacture  of  this  article. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Following  previous  procedure,  routine  inspections 
of  retail  food  shops  and  food  preparing  premises  have 
been  carried  out  systematically.  In  this  way  I  believe 
the  education  of  the  food  handler  in  elementary 
hygiene  can  best  be  done.  It  is  astonishing  to  remark 
the  lack  of  even  the  simplest  of  hygienic  principles  in 
some  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  handling  of  food, 
and  I  would  like  to  see  hygiene,  as  a  special  subject, 
included  in  the  curriculum  of  schools,  because  it  is  here 
where  the  initial  grounding  should  take  place. 
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UNSOUND 


Fresh  Meat : 

Beef  . 

Beef  (Offal) 

Mutton  . 

Pork  . 

....  163  lbs. 
...  903  lbs. 
....  75J  lbs. 
...  56  lbs. 

Rabbits  . 

....  2  cases 

Rabbits  . 

....  5 

Tripe  . 

....  51  lbs. 

Fish  . 

..  222  lbs. 

FOOD. 


Canned  Goods  : 

Cans. 

Milk  . 

. . . .  232 

Vegetables  . 

...  160 

Meat  . 

...  69 

Soup  . 

....  24 

Fish  . 

....  26 

Other  Goods  : 

Bacon  . 

.  29  lbs. 

Bun  Flour  . 

.  32  lbs. 

Soya  Flour  . 

.  50  lbs. 

Cheese  . 

1  box 

Cordial  . 

2  bottles 

Tomato  Ketchup  7  jars 

Apples  . 

3  cases 

Jellies  . 

. .  12  pkts. 

Jam  . 

9  jars 

\ 


